Why is the United States
such an outlier in
mass transit quality?

The social, political, institutional,
and economic context

of transit operations destroyed
American transit quality.
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Private Unsubsidized Transit
Typical Transit System, pre-1970

BALTIMORE
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Baltimore Transit Co. (Maryland) System Map 1945
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Roland Park, St. Albans Way at Upnor Road, 1925

IMAGE: SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, SHERIDAN LIBRARIES,
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland, circa
1925. Maryland Historical Society

THE 1920s AUTO BOOM
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Roland Park Trolleybus, 1943, Library of Congress Image Collection




LOW DENSITY ZONING
REDLINING

CITY OF BALTIMORE
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CITY CAR OWNERSHIP RISES
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URBAN COMMUNITIES IN BALTIMORE COUNTY

Westview Park development, aerial view of area west of Beltway, c. 1965. Photo by Morton Tadder.
Collections of the Historical Society of Baltimore County

Map of “Urban Communities in Baltimore County,” from Planning in Baltimore County:
An Information Booklet (Office of Planning and Zoning, Towson, Maryland, 1968), p. 4.
Collections of the Historical Society of Baltimore County




Anti-Transit Baltimore City Leaders

City-Supported Streetcar Replacement
Public Ownership Rejected Until 1970
No Public Subsidies

Park Taxes on Transit
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TRANSIT NEIGHBORHOOD DESTRUCTION:
NEIGHBORHOOD URBAN RENEWAL = Density Reduction, Rider Disruption
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Published in ‘Inventory of Residential Blight' in 1964 by BURHA, available from the
Baltimore City Archives, call number RG48 S2 box 10.



ulation: Black
60 Tracts Only Set

Total Population: Black or African American Alone
ACS 2019 (5-Year Estimates)
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Unsubsidized Transit Company Collapse

Private Transit Management
(National City Lines/Baltimore Transit
Company)

Streetcar Substitution

Rapid Fare Increases

Rapid Bus Service Reduction
Deferred Maintenance

Limited Expansion/Modernization

Baltimore City Transit Company bus, 1964
Light Street and Redwood Street, Baltimore, Maryland
Maryland Historical Society
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-1. Baltimore Region rapid transit system routes and station locations.

Map of the proposed Regional Rapid Transit System.

http://www.roadstothefuture.com/BRRTS.html

SUBURBAN PRIORITY
TRANSIT, 1970-
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Working Population Age 14+ (includes Armed Forces): Bus or streetcar Perry Hall

Census 1960 Tracts Only Set R “\ : Towsé.n: SN

Workers 16 years and over: Public¢'transportation
Census 2000 - o 1
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WINNER CF THE 2015 AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION
NEW YCRK METRO CHAPTER JOURNALISM AWARD
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1920s
1930s
1940s
1950s
1960s
1970s
1980s
1990s
2000s
2010s
2020s

The Charlie Brown of Subways
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Legacy and Lesson



Phase Completion Dates
1 2010
2 2014
3 2014
4 2020
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Subway’s Summer of Hell (2017

FRICE 25.79 ' I ' H t AUQU. ( 614, ZOUI(

DAILY:eN EWS
TR S I s NEW. Y . RKER

"- R ST

{“ Vc-"
i 1".

PREZ 'OK’ AS HEALTH BILLFLOPSPAGES S PITCHER DEAD AT 51 -~ SEE SPORTS r J
v ]
=N - sé ﬁ
£ ,A" ~

" .'-f- 'f';'
» at 5

IR O 2

| O Tlderalls, dozens hurt in smoky chaos
| © Mayor, gov no-shows after latest MTA fail
| EXCLUSIVE Motorman tells News his story

Heat’s on Cuomo after another hellish day

Si0nad problems again Cromnd the salrway syslom 1o & Al peslonday, a0 Now Yorkars bagoed foe relier. BT T80 3.1 | 7O CRANEE, PAGES &7 |




Are Sexy Projects Worth 1t?



Antique equipment

Chipping lead paint
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Prepared for

climate change? Prepared for fire or

terrorist attack?
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