
A NOTE ABOUT THE FISCAL 1971 ACT 
 

In 1970, Congress became embroiled in a bitter dispute over whether 
or not to continue funding of development of the supersonic transport 
airplane by the FAA.  The fiscal 1971 DOT Appropriations Act (H.R. 
17755) as passed by the House contained funding.  The Senate had 
voted, 52-41, to kill the funding in its version of the bill, but the House 
and Senate conferees decided to recede to the House and keep 
funding the SST. 
 
The House agreed to the conference report on H.R. 17755 on 
December 15, 1970, but the Senate tabled (killed) the conference 
report on December 29, 1970. 
 
DOT had been functioning under a series of three government-wide 
continuing resolutions in FY 1971 (P.L. 91-294, July 1-31; P.L. 91-
370, July 31-October 15; P.L. 91-454, October 16 to the date of sine 
die adjournment of the 91st Congress).    
 
On January 2, 1971, the outgoing 91st Congress passed a final CR 
and sent it to President Nixon, who signed it into law as P.L. 91-645.  
This law extended all DOT funding through March 31, 1971 at the 
rates contained in the House-passed conference report version of 
H.R. 17755. 
 
But then the new 92nd Congress passed a final CR in March (P.L. 92-
7) which extended the previous DOT-only CR until the end of the 
fiscal year on June 30, 1971 under the terms of P.L. 91-645 except 
that P.L. 92-7 killed funding for the SST. 
 
As a result, the text of the FY 1971 Transportation Appropriations Act 
does not appear anywhere in the Statutes at Large or on legal 
databases like Westlaw or Lexis.   
 
Following is the text of P.L. 91-645 and P.L. 92-7, followed by the text 
of the FY 1971 DOT Appropriations Act as enacted by those laws, 
taken from the official Appropriations Committee publication 
Appropriations, Budget Estimates, etc., 91st Congress, 2nd Session. 
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Commission or such subcommittee or member may deem advisable .
Any member of the Commission may administer oaths or affirmations
to witnesses appearing before the Commission or before such sub-
committee or member. Subpenas may be issued under the signature
of the Chairman or any duly designated member of the Commission,
and may be served by any person designated by the Chairman or such
member.

"(2) In the case of contumacy or refusal to obey a subpena issued
under subsection (1) by any person who resides, is found, or transacts
business within the jurisdiction of any district court of the United
States, the district court, at the request of the Chairman of the Com-
mission, shall have jurisdiction to issue to such person an order requir-
ing such person to appear before the Commission or a subcommittee or
member thereof, there to produce evidence if so ordered, or there to
give testimony touching the matter under inquiry . Any failure of any
such person to obey any such order of the court may be punished by
the court as a contempt thereof .

"(3) The Commission shall be `an agency of the United States' under
subsection (1), section 6001, title 18, United States Code for the pur- Ante. p . 926 .
pose of granting immunity to witnesses .

"(4) Each department, agency, and instrumentality of the executive
branch of the Government, including independent agencies, is author-
ized and directed to furnish to the Commission, upon request made by
the Chairman, on a reimbursable basis or otherwise, such statistical
data, reports, and other information as the Commission deems neces-
sary to carry out its functions under this title . The Chairman is further
authorized to call upon the departments, agencies, and other offices of
the several States, to furnish, on a reimbursable basis or otherwise, such
statistical data, reports, and other information as the Commission
deems necessary to carry out its functions under this title."

(b) Such title is further amended as follows :
(1) in subsection (h) of section 804, strike "one-year" and insert 82 Stat . 224 .

"two-year", and

	

is usC 2510
note,

(2) in subsection (k) of section 804, strike "six-year" and insert
"fifth year".

(c) Section 1212 of the Organized Crime Control Act of 1970 is Repeal .
hereby repealed.

	

Ante, p . 961 .
Approved January 2, 1971 .

Public Law 91-645
JOINT RESOLUTION

	

January 2, 1971
Making further continuing appropriations for the fiscal year 1971, and for	 [H. J . Res . 1421]

other purposes .

Resolved by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That clause (c) of section
102 of the joint resolution of June 29, 1970 (Public Law 91-294, as
amended), is hereby further amended by striking out "the sine die
adjournment of the second session of the Ninety-first Congress" and
inserting in lieu thereof "March 30, 1971" : Provided, That projects
and activities provided for in the Department of Transportation and
Related Agencies Appropriation Act, 1971 (H.R . 17755, Ninety-first
Congress), may be conducted at a rate for operations, and to the extent
and in the manner, provided for in such Act as modified by the House
of Representatives on December 15, 1970 .

Approved January 2, 1971 .

Continuing ap-
propriations, 1971 .
Ante, pp . 335,

694,969 .

Jeff Davis
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PUBLIC LAW 92-6-MAR. 19, 1971

	

[85 STAT .

Effective date .

Public Law 92-6
March 19, 1971

	

JOINT RESOLUTION
[H . J . Res . 16] To authorize the President to designate the period beginning March 21, 1971, as

National Week of Concern for Prisoners of War/Missing in Action" .

Resolved b y the Senate and House o f Representatives o f the UnitedNational Week
of Concern for

	

States of America in Congress assembled, That to demonstrate our
Prisoners of War/ support and concern for the more than one thousand five hundred
Missing in Action .
Designation

	

Americans listed as prisoners of war or missing in action in Southeast
authorization .

	

Asia, and to forcefully register our protest over the inhumane treat-
ment these men a.re receiving at the hands of the North Vietnamese, in

6 UST 3316 . violation of the Geneva Convention, the President is hereby authorized
and requested to issue a proclamation designating the period beginning
March 21,19 71, and ending March 27,1971 as "National Week of Con-
cern for Prisoners of War/Missing in Action", calling upon the people
of the United States to observe such week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

Approved March 19, 1971 .

Public Law 92-7
March 30, 1971

	

JOINT RESOLUTION
[H. J . Res . 468] Making certain further continuing appropriations for the fiscal year 1971, and

for other purposes.

Continuing ap-
propriations, 1971 .
84 Stat . 335,

694, 969, 1893.

Restriction.

"(5) with respect to wages paid after December 31, 1975, the
rate shall be 5.15 percent."

(b) The amendments made by subsection (a) (1) shall apply only
with respect to taxable years beginning after December 31, 1971 . The
remaining amendments made by this section shall apply only with
respect to remuneration paid after December 31, 1971 .
Approved March 17, 1971 .

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States o f America. in Congress as •se-mbled, That clause (c) of section 102
of the joint• resolution of June 29, 1970 (Public Law 91-294, as
amended by Public Laws 91-370, 91-454, and 91-645), is hereby fur-
ther amended by striking out "March 30, 1971" and inserting in lieu
thereof "June 30, 1971" : Provided, That projects and activities (other
than those financed under the appropriation "Civil Supersonic Air-
craft Development") provided for in the Department of Transporta-
tion and Related Agencies Appropriation Act, 1971 (H.R. 17755,
Ninety-first Congress), may be conducted at a rate for operations, and
to the extent and in the manner, provided for in such Act as modified
by the House of Representatives on December 15, 1970 .

SEC . 2. None of the funds provided by this joint resolution shall be
available for the execution of a program for commercial production
of a civil supersonic aircraft .

Approved March 30, 1971 .

Jeff Davis
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