Moreh 15, 1961

DEPARTHENY OF COMBERCE VIEWS ON URBAN TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM
AND 8,345

Senator Willlsms of New Jersey joimed by 17 other Seaators
introduced 5,345 o8 Jammgry 11, 1961, which provides the fellowing:

(1) Autbherizss Administrator of Housing end Eems Finance
Agoncy to mske losms to public egemcies and state asd local govermmeats
to finance scquisition, coastraction and isproveseat of msss treaspor-
tation fecilities, Authorizes $230 millios for such loams, with met
moere than $100 millios to be committed prior te July 1, 1962,

(2) Autborizes $75 millioa fer plesusimg gragis, ™ graat te
exceed SOX of the cost of the plemaing preject,

(3) Anthorizes Admisistretor of Bousing and Homs Fisence
Ageney to sssist local gevermmental units is plesning end providisg
fer mass tremsportetion services im urben eress,

There is no recognitioa im 5,343 that the Depertmest of
Cosserecs hes basic responsibilities with respect to tremsportetion,
sud more particularly, the Departmest henm policy asd plemaing respon-
sibilities for esll forms of tremsport. Regardless of how such respos-
sibilitiss may have beem cerried out im pest yeere, it is suggested
thet the presant sllocatios ef treaspertatica pelicy, plesning and
opersting respossibilities te the Depsrtasat of Commsrce should sot
sow be disregsrded.

There must be close cosrdimetion betweem Rhighwsy plasming
end the mess tramsit planniag for urbam aress. In fact, mesy studies
coaducted or participeted ia by the Department ef Commerce im the past
have imcluded mass treamsportatioa features, This hes been the case with
respoct to sach metropeliten arees as Weshingtoa, D, C., Chicage sad
Philedelptin,

It is sot suggested thet treaspertation pelicy, plamaimg or
treasportatien operstionsl sctivities should be the sole coacera of the
Departasat of Commerce, without referemce to the costributien which cem
be mde by other—Fedsral agencies. But the Department believes that
8,343 ie directly im coaflict with s basic point costsimed im the
President's recest messege en housing, Section VI ef the Presidest’s
message coutsims this paregraph:
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undertske sn immediate and ve study
transportation problems and the proper
1 government in their solutios,
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20 the foll have beem or will be
Lok tn the Bosermeet o Comeren In e Soeherys o he Depaacen's
transporteiion respomsibilities which will ensble the Department to recom-
mend un effective program of Federal tramsport poliey:

(1) Sepuarstion of day to day eperating snd reseerch activities
of an additional Deputy Under Secretary to be im charge
of research and policy formmlation,

(2) Appointment of a small staff of leading professionsls from
@ variety of backgrounds to assist in idestifying major problem areas snd
to dirvect the plenning and research projects that demand top priorities,

(3) A review of sll transportation sctivities within the
Department, Many oppertunities exist within the Department for tesmwork,

(4) Development of govermment-wide plans for collection of
needed transportation informatiom, its amelysis and prompt aveilability,

(5) Immediste sction is being tskem to imitiate a study of
probable treads im tramsport requiremenmts for beth passengers eand freight,
end in this conmection each agemcy of govermment will be ssked to assist
in making its own projectioms,

(6) We will have a review of the techmological changes taking
place within the transportation field snd sn snslysis of the bable
impact and consequences. The Department is in a wnique position to foster
new ideas for the solutiom of tramsport problems because of its close
sssociation with the industrial commmunity throughout the country,

(7) A priority project to be undertakem by the Department, as
already indicated, is the question of how Federal tramspert poliey and
sction camn be developed with specific referemce to the urbem sress of the
country, The Department's tramsport policy steff will explore the most
fruitful pessibilities for us transportation as & tool to achieve the
kind of urban environment that ica should have,

(8) The Department's transport policy staff will proceed with
the basic belief that tramsport policy is sn imtegral part of the policies
and programs that affect the rest of the ecomomy, and the transport poliey
planning snd policy functiom within the Department of Commerce must be
revitslized and given the attention and stature which the Nation's needs

require,
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policy function of the Department of Commerce, either as full-time members
of our tramsport policy staff or as consultants, include the following:

Hilfred Owen, Brookings Imstitutiem
Carl Feiss, Urben Renewal Comsultant
I;hﬂ :l Iiuh‘l:.!::vgln of hl::‘t
seph Lieper lemning on
Boyd Ladd, Jobns Hopkins h.z-nltr
Edward T, Chase, Hertford Coafersmee on Metropeliten Problems

U111 Lam Sauaders, Sashington Trniportation Cousultant

& nfmth‘;:::mumnummimu-
together necessary to an imeginative approach
umm‘wﬁlm. He are
anxious to t undertsk
mtmlnnhngl-lili-‘l a.-::
these deliberstions have been

on the specific issues involved and the question of direct Federal aid for
mass transit,

As a matter of emphasis, we would make the following observa-
tions at this time comcerning urban transportstion problems:

(1) It is obvious thet a successful sttack om wrbsn transpor-

(2) In sddition to the relation between highways and trsmsit,
mﬂ-hn‘m’uﬂ-mu-ﬂ the metropolitan eres mist be looked
at as one problem, This ludes the airports, rail terminels, truck and
bus terminsls snd parking facilities.

C. D, Wartinm, Jr,



	JFKWHSFLCW-017-007-p0003
	JFKWHSFLCW-017-007-p0004
	JFKWHSFLCW-017-007-p0005

