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The attached copy of proposed legislation
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SUBJECT
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and accompanying message are being sent to the

Bureau of the Budget for clearance today,
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THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
1::35
The Honorable
The Director

Bureau of the Budget
MiﬂM. Be Co

Dear Mr. Director:

There are enclosed four copies of a letter which this
Department proposes to submit to the President of the Senate and
to the Speaker of the House, together with a draft bill

"To amend and supplement the Highway Reverme Act,
and for other purpcses.®

Your advice is requested as top whether there is any

objection to the submission of this letter and acecompanying
draft bill.

Sincerely yours,

Sseretary of Commerce

Enclosures
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%" PROPOSED LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPRAKER OF BN HOUSE

The Honorable
Richard M, Nixon
President of the Senate

Weshington, D. €.

Dear Mr., President:

The Department of Commerce recommends to the Congress for 1%s
consideration the attached draff of legislation entitled

"Fo amend and supplement the Highway Hevemue Act of
1956, and for other purposes,”

The Federal-Aid Highway Aet of 1956, among other things,
suthorized the appropriation of $2,200,000,000 for each of the fiseal
years 1960, 1961, and 1962, for the construction., reconstructien or
improvement of the National Eystem of Interstate and Defense Highways.
The Highwey Revenue Act of 1956 established the Highway Trust Fumd to be

available, as provided by appropriation acts, for making expenditures to
meet those obligatione of the United States inourred under the Federal-
Aid Hoad Act approved July 11, 1916, as amended and supplemented, which

ars attributable to Federal-aid highways.

Under the provisions of section 209 (g) of the Highway Kevemue
Aet of 1956, the full amounts authorised to be appropriated for Federal-
aid highweye oannot be apportioned to the States 1f the Secretary of the
Preasury estimetes that the amounts in the Highway Trust Fund will not be
sufficient to defray the expenditures whieh will be required as & result
of such spportionment. Ourrent estimates presently indicate that amounts
in the Trust Fand will not be sufficient to defray all expenditures whieh
will be required if the Secretary of Commerce appeortioms to the “tates
the full smounts autherised for the Interstate System, and the amounts
which it is asnticipated will be authoriszed for the Federal-aid primary
and secondary systems, including extensions thereof in urban arsés. Under
existing lawv the Secretary of Commerce i prokibifed from apportioning
the full amounts authorised, and the amoumts to be expended for Federal-

8id highways will be substantially reduced.

It is essential to the nstional interest that the highway pre-
gram, ineluding particularly the comstruction, reconstruction, and improve-
ment of the Interstate System, be pressed vigorously., It is felt that,
in order $o assure that the highway program will not be delayed, the full

amounts autherised to be appropriated for the fiseal years 1960, 1961,
and 1962 for the Interstate System and the Federal-aid primary and second-

ary wysteme, including exteasions thereof in urban areas, should be
spportioned to the States.
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The attached draft bill would accemplish that objective Iy
suthorizing and directing the Seeretary of Cemmerce te apporiicm %o ihe
States 2ll of the funds suthorised for Federaleaid highways for the
fisoal years 1960, 1961, end 1962, Te provisions of seetien 209 (g)
of the Higuwey Hevemue Act of 1956 weuld thereby be suspended with
resnect o the apportionment of funds authorized for those fiscal years

enly, and the necessity of deferring spportiomments of lunds sutherized
for the Ipteretate System would be eliminsted for those years,

Under the provisiens of section 108 (&) of the Federsl-Ald

Highwey Aet of 1956, funds autherised fer the interstate System for ihe
the basis of an estimate of completing the Intersiate Sysiem in all the
8tates, 1f the Congress sppreves the estirzate By concurremt resolution.
The estimnte ws submltted to the Gongress om Jamuary 7, 1958, and pub-

lished as House Document No, 7300, 85th Congress, Znd semsion. The
gttached draft blll centzing a section sporeving the sstimate, whieh,

if enagted, would make unmnocespary the adeoption of a concurrens
resolutien for that purnose.

The kepartusnt of Jomrerce recomuends this proposad legislation
for the feverable consideration »f the Uongress,



A BILL

fo amend and supplement the Highway Revenue Act of 1956,

and for other purposes.
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3 of America in Congress assembl

of the United Sts
the estimate of cost of completing the Interstate System in each
state, transmitted to the Congress on Jamuary 7, 1958, by the
Secretary of Commerce pursuant to the provisions of section
108 (d) of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 and published
as House Document No. 300, 85th Congress, 2nd Session, is hereby
approved anc shall be used by the Secretary of Commerce, as the
basis for making apportionments of the funds authorised for the
Interstate System for the fiscal years 1960, 1961 and 1962.

Sec. 2 Notwithstanding the provisions of section 209 (g)
of the Highway Revenue Act of 1956, the Secretary of Camerce
is authorised and directed to apportion ameng the several States,
in the msnner now provided by law, all of the funds suthorised
for the fiscal years 1960, 1$61 and 1962 for the Interstate
System and the Federal-aid primary and secondary highway systems,
including extensiens thereof within urban areas.

.Ewc. 97  All previsions of law not inconsistenit with this
Aot shall remein in full force and effect, and be applicable hereto.
This Act shall take effect en the date of its enactment.



