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MER 2 3 1956

TRy CErYv:

Iou added a nole on your lebisr of March 71, caliing my attentlon to a letter
from Lyndon Joknaan aboub the higisway revenus biil, This bill bas sose bad features,
whieh I hope you will be able o do sometiing zbout wvhes it gets over e the Ssnate.

1. “ver the 10 ryeurs the LI31 takes slmost BS billion Ores the gemeral
reveaues, over and sbove the gas and “demel fusl tax, by transisrring
Lo Lis trust fund the exolse Tax on tires and 3/Bihis of vhe existing
aXclise Lax oo Lrudis, beginning witn the fleee] wesr 1958, This
fiversion fyos gepersl revetiues will have %0 be mads we in one way
oy suother or 1v will put us in Lroublie in the genersl budpet,

2. Though tbe revenues ap ear %o cover the covt of resd venstiwstisan over
& Lbeyeur porded, this is doos only by ewbidng wuy back on the regular
rosd gprogram for the izsi Lwh ysar: %o the extent of abowt #1.% llion,
“his seeme a zeor way Lo show a balance,

e Theugh the srogras ostensitly balances out over the 16 yesrys on the
basias of whe tuo preceding sctiona, Lhwre would be sone very substantisl
deficiis rundny Lo aboul Vhiree~guarters of s Hilliom dalisvs & yesr
daping the =iddle yesrn of the progras., This wemld make 3 bad drain
on the genersl budget during this perdod, 2 sotion to vut Lhe propgram
on a4 yeal pay-ss-you-bulld basis by ksoping mxoenditerss {a line with
regaipts was dafested in the House .ays and Merna Committes., I en-

peoially hope you will be able to do something about this part of tie
bilil. 1 e

yadon Jobnson objects, would hring in abowt 900
miliion over she 1O yesrs., If ihat $ax weye mot included, the fi-wres would be out
by that svuoh more. I1be original Doggs M1l 414 wot provide for e anmuel tax on
trucks, 1t wos proposed by lir. feed snd sdopted by the Comsittes., Thers had
apparently been a good desal of protest aboul the fsct thatl ihers was o special tax
en trucke o hely make wp for the additional rosd cosl 2due te truck traffie., e
€id pot tske any position with referonce to this particular tax, but | have not seen
saything that mekes me bDelisve that it is sov perfectly fair and resssnable,

I wnderstand that Lhe 26,000 pound figwe 1s pretiy geuerslly scoepted ac the
ldne of distinction betwesn ordinery trucks and the by J-sxle oniss. Thers iz a
resl difference in treateeni syvund the 26,000 pound level, sinee the tax appliee on
the full wedght of everytihing aboul that welght. I swppese it wuld be possitls to
work out & aX en e sxeers over 26,000 pounds, beb it wuld take & very mueh highep
he 0 gel the mae yewnus and {rox what I have sesn thus fax I would net sugpest
sush & chamge, ;1

By best o you.

“sevetayy of mqw (3/22/56)
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OFFICE CF THE DFFOCRATIC LEADEER

Harch 19, 1996

persons in the trucking busi-ess commeating adversely wpon

the Boggs bill as amended in commii{tes by the proposal of
vongressman l.eed, which will soon come before the Louse for

action from the Mouse v2ys and Feuns Committee and probably

reach our Finance Committas ghortly thereafter. In the svent

the bL111l passes the louse witi the ;eed ameondment attached, I
belleve that our committee should give careful consideration to

the desirubllity of eliminating that smendnent, as being excessively

and disproportionately burdensome in the new tares 0 be imposed
upon the tLrucking industry, -

it the very least, the heed amendment, whick imposes
an additional tax of $1.90 per thousand pounds on the total welght
of sny bLruck weighing more than 26,000 pounds, should be mo ified
Lo exempl @0me or all of the fMrst 26,000 pounds from tidis addi-
tional tax. As proposed, the amendment would be extremely disg-
eriminatory agalnst trucks weighing slightly more than 26,000
pounds. |

it semus to me at this point that the Feogps bill without
the feed mmendment is a feir wnd reasonable sppresch te the jroblem
of obtaining adequate nevw revenze for the highway 111, I shall ger=-
tainly be prepared to participate with the committee in the considera-
tlon of thisg legislation, but I wanied you to have, in advance, my
precent feellngs on the subject. -

with best wishes,

Sincerely,
Signed - Lyadon I, Johnson

Hon. Harry ¥. Byrd
Cheirmss, rinance Committee
Enited . tates Sanste
washkington, Da. Ce



