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Providing for the establi shment of a Nati ona l De.fense Highw~ 

System and for t be creati on o.f a Na:ti o.r-2.U. Defense Highway Corporati.ou 
- - ( I ·._ : ... """ , .. ~ .... ..._ - .. >. 

to c onstruct, in t he int erest or the m l itary sec urity and civil 
. . • • .. ,. .. 

. . - _ .. _ .. . - . 

deten se of the iJnited 3t a.tes 11 contin. ua.J.S transeontinenta..t. seaboard, 

' . 
. . 

borde r- to-borde .r, and inter-regional rot.tte.s t o facilitate moveine-nt o.f 

• 
,. ,,a ... ·-· .... 

. • . -.. 
weapo ns and 1n.eans of defe 11se, to enc-ourag .e dispersal or defense p.lants 

' , 

' . l . . . - . 

along major lines ot supply r ·emoved from high popul.ation eent-ere lid.th 

• • i,, - -

• aven ueo ot ·qui ck transportation f.or work ers , aod to a ccelerat e diatri-

buti on o.f t .be na ti on.al pl"'Od11et t hrough addition.a l eff~eient ohanne :la 

of tr a.rtaport,a.t..ion th us st..reagt._n~1 ng tu nat io;oa l economy; to con-

st..ruet ciret.Nlf'e:remial by-pa.as route.a~ aenaei,- populat,ed: areaa . . . 

.. 

t adli tate Ji;QU e¥ac.~at.J.~ o! people aacl -PQd6 i u¥1 'tto eQD6t~ -air 
• 

·• 



• 

• 

• 
,,,,_., ,/ 

.. ... 2 ,..., 

' -. . " 
• • - .., • I\, 

single fede r al agen-c-.1 for adminis tr ati on and ,cont rol; a.ad in additi on 

. . 
to emr.,o:we:r t he Corpor ·at1 on to iina.nce th e cost o! t be lia ti011:ttl · Defense . 

High.way System in whole or in part. an a. self ll quidatir1..g basis • 

• . . . , .. . 

This Act may be cited as the Nati onal i)etense High way Aet of 

• . ; 

1954. 

" . -~ . . 
Be it enact ed by th e :.¼mate a.rri House ot asp nsenla tivee or 

• • l (.-

the United Elt a te a of America in Congre ss aase.r:tbled, . 

. . ' 

CH.E.i:.TI ON OF COBF-OiiATI 1Jli 
• 

There is hereby cr eated , subject to t-he direction 

• , 

• nd supervisio n of tl1e Presi dent , or th e head or sueh agency a s he 
. - • 'ii.· • . . 

.> 

• 

JNJ.J <lesignate, a body ' corporat,e t o be knO'lffl as the la ti or...al lletense 
- • 

Highway Corpor a tion. 
\ 

SECTI ·JN .2 (a.) . ·'?he, ma:nagemeflt of t he Corporati on ldll be 

aad .. , . . 

,..-. - · eut . · •f the Se~e , and who shall ~eeiva .. COffl.P,8Ba&t.1o.a _at, tih~ ... -

- . ~ . 
• • . . ... . . 

., 
. ' . 

' ·- . '-~ ~ ~- .· · .. ~. :;,,-. .- {b) To .aaaut, t-he Dir ec ter i n t he execution ·ol t.h.e tunetion.s r•, _..,_.s 
• '!';.-

. . ,,. . :• . .,. ~ : .... 
!-.: .. ( .. · 
. :. . . . ,, 
~ .. ,. .· .. ·;•:_--. . 
~-. . - ' • ,· '7 ' .. 

( .:. . . . ; . . . 
. . ' 

- .,_ ....• ....,, -:.: :. ~· 
:). ~·· ... 
' .. 'f -. ,;.,. ; 
.: .. :' . .:·. 

veat.94 int.h e Corperat.ion t,,beri! shall be a Deputy Director who shall 

• I 
. - ' 

• 

. ' 



• 

. -

-

. ....-.. .31 ...... 

' 

41sallility ::.,J the .. Direet~r or in the event of a neac.ey in tlie O.tfice 

o! the Director. 

( c) Th.ere ie hereby estab li shed the Advi ,s.ory Board o! -the 

-

Matio n..11 ~efense Highway Corporation., 'Which shall be composed ot tive 
' .. • • 

memb.ers aJ1ci':i of whOI.il shat l oe an Underaac reta ry or Assist ant Secre·t&ry 
. 

• • 

.. 
• • 

or equivalent rank from the following Departmnte or a gencies aa ind:S.eat.ed: 
• 

. . 
• 

• < . , . 
• ►• ..._ .. b - . 

Department of the .\~ , Departl'lkaI;It o! Je_Ienae 
. z • 

Department of the Air 'l•orce, :}e . 
. ... 

' 
. 
• - ' • 

Depart.ment o! Coameree, B-..irea.u of F-ublle .?a.Gade 
. . 

" 

Office of !le.tense Mobili zation 
• 

• • 
- . 

.. 

shall require i t t .o me .t not le as oft,,en than one:e ea.ch ninety day-a; 
• 

• 

aball reviev the .gen;eral polic -ies ot t.be Corp.Qra~ion, inelw:Ii ng ite 
. . ' • 

# '···"""'!". "" 
~ . . . , 

pol.i.cies aa to det.erm1 na U on or routes., o:t "tcollwq sectiono, N ring 

... .... 
• 

• 

• 

. 
• 



- 4 -
"-• 

o! toll cb,Q-ges, !ti ruµicini, for both . !ree-wa;r ~ and ~o1 lwa;r seeti{?llB; and 
-· 

shall advise the J ireetor lt1.th respect t\iereto. ,. lliJbers of the Advia cry 

Board ~~ receive for their service s as ~ers co.::pensati on of .not to 
• • ... ~ - . - . 

exceed 50 per di_em -when a<:41.ually ensa&ed in the perf o~ce or t,he~ 
. . . 

duties , to gether wit h t heir !1ecessa.r-J travel:l~ expe~s~~ lll_hile going . 
• I 

to and coming fro m L1e etings. 
. 

-

,,. . 

.... • • -• 

• 

• 

S~ Tl ~J'N 3 (a) The Corpora.tion is authorized and directed to 

devise a.rd locate o. syst em or lffl.ti onal i>efenao tiiglniaya cowt1at1"g 1n - -

-
g ner - o! 3 transcontinental highways, 4 seaboard or bor-der-to-border 

• 

• 

-

p.ass.in.g ~nse popu l1!.ti on eentP.rs, w-ban express~s to .iU}d tror cem.era 
.. -- - -

o! high densit y por ula.tion; te1~1nal. parki fli faei li ~iea where urban 
.a • .,. ' 

ingress and egr,ess expr €e~s r;ay :he esta. bliah.ed \Jy abolit1 · .n of 

where needed for de!ense . • 

.. • , 

(b) To provid~ s7stematic and dhtiugui~ designa~i ou or 
• 

hi ghwa,-s . nd tacil it,ies o! t he 
• 

• • 

System within 2 yeara. 

• 

.. 
• 
' 



•• 

~ 
0 

• 

Def anse Highway System. 

(d ) · Te._ ~gJ~t ·e . mt0 th e qste11 seeti.Qlls of . the. prl aa17 or 
• 

age ncie:8 ,· er int ~rstaiie' a.geneiea in aft:ecti og sa-eh i.ntegra.tianJ and to 

reconftt"\1ft eueh road.a t o : standardia . estullahed by it. . '. 

• . . 
~ 

. , '1" 
• • 

SECTI :1N 4 (a ) For t he p.ir r.ose o t car'I'Y'l 

... ... .. ' . .. 
unde-r t his jo in t resolu ti on t he Corpo ra ti on : 

• • • ' 

... 
• 

. . 
out its function s 

-I 

. . . 
(l) 

. . . ,. 
shall have s:ieee ssi on in its cor porate name; 

• , 
·, . ! 

... ' • .. IP'- , .. .. ' . . --~ , ~ -

(2) my ad opt and use a cerporat e s.eal, which ah.all. be 

judieal ly notieed j 

• 
•• • 

• .. . . 
. 
• 

• 

(3) may sue al.'):i be sued in it s cor porate name; 

• 
~· 

. . • 
r 

' • • 

may &.dopt , amend, and. repe,al. bJ'" lav.s, rules and re&U,la-

' -

• 

, 

,.. " . - -,, . .,.. - ' ,. ' . ·.... . ' 

t.icma ~ov erni ng ·t h-e ~~.arm~ in which i t~ business ~ be ·~onduet~ -

.. . . . .. .. 
and 't h,e powra ve st .e.-d in it _,- be ex.ercisedJ 

. . . .... . ' • . ' . :: 

may make and ca.rr., ~.lt such contn.cts or a.gre-ements a.a 

. 

a.re necesa-a.ry or advi-Sable in th e conduct of ita busil:ieas 1 
") , "J • • I -. 

.... i-,;. • • • •• ... 
• ;.f 

- . . . 

f. • • • 

• 

... 

• 

l 

, . 
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, 
• . . . .. 

( 6) may app~int and f ix t he comp~nsa u on , in , aceorda.nc:e wit.Ji 
I • •. l , • • :; . • • . - . ., 

. - ., _.. ,.. .. -;. ..... 
attor ney s, and emplo yee s as may be neee s sa.ey t or th e CO:&duct ol: 

. . . 
• 

,. . ' -• 
'••"?'" -. . -... ' .. ----.. 

. . .. ,.... . ..• ... ;' ... 

such of t he powers vested i n t he Corpar ·at .i o.n a.s th e Directer . -

may det enui.ne, require bonds Qf •tucb of them as the Dir-ect.v 

.. 
, . - . -. . 

,; - t . • ... .. ... • ... t· 
may designate , and. fix the pen alti e s and PAT the preai\llle ·.a . 

-. 

, -. -

' 

• ,. 
a 

-

• 

• 

,, 

• 

. . 
(7) My acqui re , by ~c ha ae , lease, COJld«vmat.ion witti right . or· 

·• . 

, 

any interest therein, and may sell, l.eaae, or otherwise 'diapGS-e 0t . ~ 
• 

. . 

.., 

J ., -
tor the conduct of i ts bus~; am . 

• 

• 

• 

il'lcurred• al l.Qlored and pa.id• s>tbje<;t t .o prO..-Ui ona af 1.- aped.ti cal l.r 
, 

&pplloable . ., 
.' ... ~t..i;;;ea . 

. . 
.. 

' 

raplatiGU for ttse ro.r the Rational ·netftQae liigbwa_y 5Jllt.ea. ·· 
• 

• • 

. :,. . . , - ' 
{c) Shs] 1 est ablis h toll5 in a ee-Ordan.,ee wit h 3ect 1.on s. 

. ' 

,, . . . . . 



(d) Shall eat,abJ.iah su.eh poiats of .e,JJ.t.ranee uul exit tor 
• 

-
teede~ r-eutee as v.Ul best aen-e the region traversed~ £tMl-l est~bllab 

• 

serncing t a dlitias, re~u:rant .a and ether .raeiJ1ties ~e meet the . . 

. -

• 

Beed.a of the a:5ers and aha.Jl. fix eha.rges for these _fa(!ilities; . aball 
. . "\ 

grant . conces ,sions tor operat ing seniee aa d &Wd..li.a17 faci _li~ _ies .. 
. . 

Receipts in exe .eae er eons hem auxiljar.y ope.-atie-11 may he ut.~l:iud 
. 

to improve these .operations or paid inte the sinkitili tuna f .or :red · rt.ion 

ef toll bends. 
. . . . 

• 

' 
,Fj pydpg , 

S~I CN 5. (1) All element,a ot the N.D.B.s. will be tellwa,a 

' . ifu.ti a l.q. All el.emiat8 except Parld.ng Faeilit.1.ea or _t ,he ent:in .Hationa] . . 
• 

Defense lil.ghvay Sy-st• vill becrs 1e r1e.._rs u soon as all. tbe ceats ·' 

' -

thereof have 1 been paid. For 'th .e Ba.sic S,~e,a, this will he not lat.er than 

-40 :rea.re hoa tb.e paape ge of tlu..a Act. but this v.Ul mot p.rechade the 

4eclA:n.tiom. as treewa7s at an earlier peri.ed.. 

(2) To fins.nee wrk the Corporation is 8:l:lthorised and apowe;J"·ed, 

to issue 'te the Seeretaey of the T1eamu, from t'i■e to tille, ill an aaeuat 
. 

not uceed.1Bg $45 'bdl.liQn revP-mte beud.s, whieh . allall be pa7ahle p ~ 

f1u:ft corporat. -e revenlt&s; Provided t&at not- to exceed •2 bill ton or uu 
. . ·• 

r.e'f.enBe beads h«rein at&h'Orl aed shall be llR11d duing t-lle tint J'e&r 

after t~ e:ft'eet.ive ci&te .o~ this ,A.d _, not to eueeed $) , billien, t.b.e seoond 

·ye•r, and _ net . t.o ex .ceed i 5 bil.J -ion annual lJ' thereett.er !er ~ne. mut 8 yean. 
-' 

-.t-arlty 1n S!tch ' - . ;- as 1la7 be sti.pulated. J..n aueh o.hl;lgat.i.GGei,. hn:t-, _tb• 
. ' 

,..., o.t the f-reaav:,, taking int,o ceaai .d.•rati.on t.he CV~nt &Ye,ap 
' ' . . ,- . - ... , - ~ .... ,, 

r&~e • · eurNmt IIU"ketable ebllpti .au o.t the United it.atu ot ..,.._bl• 
" 

. ' . ~ . -
~ ·~ • • ... , . ' 

• • 

aatu-.ities a. er the l&st d&7 or the ·~ p-pe:cedtng the ia -9UN\Ctt ~ tu 
. -

. . .. . ' . . . : . 
. -. ·"' 
: ' , . ,. 

J :· ., 
. ,-'-3· .. .. 



' ' 

. 
. . 

au~ 1 
·_ ·._ •• · ~ _ am di 1teebed t,o. pttrcbaee · ,a:~ eblig&t,,iens , et t.b• loqwimt;\ioa .1-. ·: ~. 

'be be 1.e&lled .heY,~uafier and tow 'fJ>4Hl ll\QPe•e trhe Seo~ , of~ ::r1:oa~ . 

1.a auth&~ed. tC> ·use as -a pualie ~ --t.nnsa.aioa ~ -pm .e._... .t1ca 
j . - ._,. . ? \ -

tJle. ~l• 0£ &!§' ,ee;~t.iea is-sued l?W1•r tke .S.COl'!d Li~"' hmi ~• -_ 

u . am.eadad. a.nd _ td\e purpoa .e.s tor vbiea e~iles -, be_ ia :au~ uqdt111r · 

the S.ce~ ~Y Bead A~» as amended• ue exteafled .tA - inclua PT . . .~ ' 

purebaaea o.:t the Co.rparat ~io111.s ealiga~icas h~1-•Vll4R. 

(3) Bat.ea ot User Ch&qes ,el!" ~JJJ. The Co~ation is 

to fu toll rat.as &fter eons~t-a~~n lid.th the Ad.visor,, ,C~~•• awl . . - - ,:' 

vill ;p¥QIP1l~e \~before~ &f a.u:, _highwaf' ~ hd.d&• ae.:ft141!1 

ter ue . . 'lht,J .,a;v vary geggrapll19•~ and e'\-beM.te with . v~ wn-

• 

I 

1e,-.i• · re~1•~ to be ·earned. in . Yi.8lf ~ neees a:t ~a• eat.J.re to).lway 

I 

,rat .. , ~-- ext .st:iag tinsru:ing tdll net ~ diatlU"bed; 

OP.,_\• •BJl•<9 o~ ot t.Ihe bi&ffl'A7, iJ1 lilbi1th ••• ·t,!M). tieencing -ucl " 

Mldi;t.,t,vp1 toll. cat'rgeo .~ U u;j-;, "'1U ee ill &ues;ilanc.e wttb _pat_jl}nipl.tpe . . 

Be\ toT'th har•i.a !er .fin;ancing et n-ew t,ollwqa. 
, 

' . 
• 

' I, 
l 

' • 



. . . .. . 

, 

! 

S.iC?I ON 6. 'fhe Corporation is a~lwrlzed to make ;pa:t _ ,s. to 

state u<i loeti govenlltJPiftts m !£ea &'t pr&;voi1 tr taxes upen p~ :pert.r which 
• 

was subje:et t •o stat.e and · 10:ea.1 tamtde · tMfo.re a.cqtds1t1..an by-··-t:be· Corpora• . 

tion. Suell pa:yaents may he 1n·tlle maounts, at 'the · time~, &l1d upon the 

te .Mus the C~ration deems appl'Oprl.a.~, but tlle •CGJ'pera.t.hm. · ~hall ae 
.. . ---· , . - ·~ 

gttided ~ - the policy or makil'lg ' P8,1mmt.s not h excan . ~ . t .h.e . tues Wlieh 
-

wul ·d nave 0ftil pAJ"~ble for such . })1:'0~J" -'1s . th• · eondit:to.n in which it 

was acquired, except in ea.s:es where sped.al. burd-ens are ~laced •pan ·the 

st.ate e:r local g0vemmqnt. by t h e act.ivities .ot th-e Corpor&tion or ite 

agent .a. The C.orporation, its property, lran ·ehises, an'\ .ineome are hereby 

e·xpreasq exempted. tree t-axa.tion in any a.nner o:r r~2u by' any State, 

eotm\y 11 RDlllieipality, or any subdivision t.hereor., mt s ·ueh u, ~, ... 1~1011 gu]J 

net exte11d to contra..etera . for \he Corpo'fflt.jJm. 
I 

'l 

offic61s., -employees, services, f a eilities, an d iA!enaatJ.on o.t tmJ' 

cu.at-OQ" 0£ ·UV" data 1 elatin g t o &DI' ot the matters wit.bin the juria41.et.ion 

ef the Co1poration sh.a] 1, upon request o! tohe Dire.ct-er, aake weh data 
• 

aY&ilable tot.he Corporation without 

(b) 1lhe Corporation sha 11 _ eentri.but,e to the ci~l.-aa-1 . tic• re-
. 

tirenmt and d.isabili .t .y fwtd, on t h e ba.si.s of anmial hi1J:1ngs aa tiet~1+dned 

07 th • Ci:rl.1 3ervi.:ee Caw,isnon • .fer the · G<We,x•,tJA:eDt I s ebare of · the coat 

-t .b ~ nm~~C-•• ... • ..., - co&. . ._ •&.,apl i ca'--1 e •.· o -~• .,..-..tDC>z .-~b- · o-r t,.h-. d"Yi.J.. c • z v:1....oe x •<- J x c P@R. aya .. ..._ -....-.-- - --Sol'- - - ..,. 

,,4 A1-o,·"• ui ~ t.?ielr bene:Cld.ia.r 1n . The Corporation shall also cont.ri.but.e · ·l 

to th• • ....,1.o7e,,ra c;.111p~ation fund, on t,be b&aia ol annual 1111]1~ ._ 

dC$N:lned. bf t.be Secretary ot LabGr,, tor the ben~Lit pa.yaeme made ~•• . 
' 

' . . 
~ f\m _ on a.e;count ot the Carpera:t:iG11' s t-$aployees. The aa-Jlta&J e:illi~ 

. 
. . . 

.. 
' 

• . . . 

• 

• 

. . . . . · ... 
4 ~~ ... 

. .... ' . ·. ~ 
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i a:, 

• 

• 

. . 

. . 

• 
- - . . . 

• 
-, .... ..;; hi .. _; -

' - • • - • 

-10 -
• 

shall also include a. stat.-e::umt. er the fAi lr ~.iGll et tlle •• ·~ 

the . rati.on ot the ... -~ ttmu, wbicb sllall be pai~ .-

t.be Cerpon.ti.en 1nte t.he 'ft,a&.-iVJY as Dd.B,eell.an:ooms reeei.~. 

SEC'f IOI I . 

.. - "\rt 4 

• 
1 icut1on the 

~ 

• e jf 
• 

-

~on shall ftbid.t 1- the P»m.4.t. 

. ' . 

l .. 

M 

• 

• 

' 

• 

.j . 

. . . 

• 

• <! ~ 
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