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History & Vision 
Our History
We started MARTA with a commitment to making public transit a reliable service — one that boosts economic development and enhances the lives of people across Metro Atlanta.
Our story began in the 1950s when people first started to recognize the importance of Atlanta’s public transportation. They saw it as more than just a way to get people from point A to point B. They saw it as a vital part of the city’s future growth.
Conversations changed to action in the 1960s when the Metropolitan Atlanta Transit Study Commission released its report recommending a five-county bus and rail system. The report prompted a wave of proposals for a revamped transit system. And in 1965, those proposals led to the passing of the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority Act — or as we know it today: MARTA.
But we didn’t put up 48 miles of rail and 740 bus stops overnight. It took nearly seven years of legislative and electoral work, along with a voter referendum, to gain the support we needed to make MARTA a reality. In 1972, we purchased the Atlanta Transit System, giving us full ownership of Atlanta’s main bus system. Within a year we saw ridership increase more than 20 percent across the board.
We spent the better part of the ’70s laying the groundwork for MARTA’s rapid rail system. With more than $800 million in grant support from the federal government, we began operation of the East Line in 1979 — marking the start of our combined bus and rail service. By June 1996, we completed more than 20 major projects including the Airport rail line, the North Line, transit beyond the perimeter and a variety of improvements to our existing infrastructure.
However, providing Atlanta with better public transit is only half of the story. A substantial part of our work involves driving economic development in the communities around our city. That’s why we’ve committed ourselves to Transit Oriented Development, beginning in the late ‘90s with Lindbergh Center Station. The idea is simple: build walkable, livable communities that put everything riders could need within walking distance from MARTA. Today, these developments help us drive $1.4 billion in economic activity annually in Georgia.
Although the way we serve this city has changed over the years, our commitment remains the same. We believe public transportation is far more than a last resort. It’s a chance to better serve the people and communities all throughout our city.
Our Vision
We've spent the last 60 years connecting Atlanta's communities through transit, and it hasn't been a matter of simply taking riders from one place to the next. Our vision is to make MARTA a transit system that benefits Atlanta as a whole, spurring economic growth while leading the way toward a less-congested, more-connected future.
This means building MARTA into a system people trust and rely on. It means expanding our lines and routes to accommodate more communities throughout Atlanta. It means putting our riders first and improving our services to meet the needs of a growing city. And most importantly, it means making MARTA a system people love to use.



















MAX Program MARTA Facts
General
Employees: 4,694
[bookmark: _GoBack]FY17 operating budget: $453.3 million
FY17 capital budget: $402.5 million
Asset base: $6 billion
Service area size: 498 square miles
Bus
Average daily bus ridership: 200,000 (approx.)
Fleet size: 565 buses (420 CNG, 145 diesel)
Garages: 3 (Hamilton, Laredo, Perry)
Other facilities: 1 (Browns Mill Heavy Maintenance)
Routes: 101
Directional route miles: 1,440
Bus stops: 8,820
Shelters: 681
Benches and Simme Seats: 121
Rail
Average weekday rail ridership: 231,700 (approx.)
Fleet size: 338 rail cars / 318 active
Yards: 3 (Armour, Avondale, South)
Lines: 4 (Blue, Gold, Green, Red)
Route miles: 48.1 (double track)
Stations: 38
Mobility
Average daily Mobility ridership: 2,000 (approx.)
Fleet size: 173 L-vans
Garages: 1 (Brady)
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